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TO THEIR 


| EXCELLENCIES. 


The Right Honourable and Right Reverend, 
JOHN Lord Biſbop of London, 


Lord PRivy=-SEraAL; 
AND TO 


The Right Honourable 


THOMAS, Earl of Strafford, 


Pieſident of the Board of en 
| AND 
AMBASSADOR Extraordinary 


To the STATHS GENERAL of the United Provinces, 
HER MAJESTY 


PLENIPOTENTIARIES 


1 


FEET 


At the CONGRESS of UTRECHT: 
By whom, The moſt worthy Deed for this 


Nation, under the e ace of Go p and 


His VIC EGER ENT, hath been happily 
done abroad. | 5 
THIS DISCOURSE, 
Thought proper to promote the utmoſt 
Gratitude for the ſame, within their Excellencies 
reſpeQive Juriſdictions at Home, 


Is Humbly Offer'd, 


With all Thankfulneſs, and D u u xg 
By their Excellencies |, 
| Moſt devoted, obedient Servant, 


_ Ph. Stubbs. wm 
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Acts XXIV. part of the 2d and zd Verſes. 


Seeing that by thee we enjoy great Qui- 
etneſs, and that very worthy Deeds are 
done unto this Nation by thy Providence, 

We accept it always, and in all Places, 


moſt noble Felix, with all Thankfulneſs. _. 


ITH fo much Eloquence, and ſo good 
Manners, did Tertullus the Orator Ad- 
dreſs himſelf to the Roman Governour of 
Fudea, when he beſpoke his Fayour on a particular 


Occaſion : But with how much more Truth and 


Dutiful Recognition (at a greater Diſtance from;the 
Imputation of Flattery) may every Preacher, on the 
general Solemnity and Foy of this preſent Time, 
ſpeak of our Sovereign, with all in Authority un- 
der Her, in the very ſame Language 

Seeing that by Her we enjoy great Quietneſs,. and 
that very worthy Deeds are done unto this Nat ion 


by Her Providence, 


We accept it always, and in all Places, with all 
Thankfulneſs. _ ob read arr dn 

And were theſe but the Expreſſions of every 
- Britiſh Tongue, as they are the Senſe of every true 
- Britiſh Heart; Were there not a Generation amongſt 
us too near. of Kin to the Iſraelites of old, never 


more reſtleſs, never more unquiet, than when under 


the bliſsful Iafluences, and peculiar Vouch ſafements 
of Heaven; What had we more to do, after qur 
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5 __ Thankfulneſs for Peace, 
humble and pious Returns, beſt made, as we have | 1 


lately offer'd them, in the Voice of the Church, L 
to the Author of Peace, and Lover of Concord, as well 

as the Giver of all Vicbory, But to lend an atten- Þ 
tive Ear to a recital of ſuch Glories, within the 
Compaſs of the ſmalleft Part, tis hoped, of a Fe- 
male Reign, as might ſtrike us readily into a be- 
.coming Gratitude to God's Vicegerent, and thoſe | 
Her Minifters, who have attended continually upon this 

very thing, That by Her Providence, during their 
; Adminiſtration, ſuch worthy Deeds might be done 
unto this Nation, whereof we at this Day rejoice, Þ 
and at length might enjoy great Quietneſs, which 

we beſeech God daily, that He would be pleaſed 
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with Grace and Truth, to continue and ſanctißj to 
us and to our Poſterity. 
But Firſt, Let ſome Chriſtians learn from the 
0 Fewiſh Advocate in my Text, That Thankfulneſs is a 
| becoming Duty, nay, a Debt, payable by all to 
1 "Thoſe through whom worthy Deeds are done unto any 
| People. | Rea bao bal 
i Secondly, That when Nations enjoy great Ouietneſs, 
| or Peace, by their Governours means; Subjetts are to 
receive it, as the Jews did in my Text at Felix's 
F Hands, always, and in all Places, with all Thankfulneſs. 
q Laſtly, I ſhall enquire ſymmarily, what worthy 
Deeds have been done for this Nation, ſince Her Ma- 
ö jeſty's Happy Acceſſion to the Throne? How greaæe 


Quiet neſs we do, or may enjoy upon the preſent 

Peace, if we will but be ſenſible of our own. Hap- 

pineſs? And from a ſhort Compariſon between 

that which was done thro' the Providence of Felix 
for the Jews, and of our "Gracious Sovereign for the 
"Britiſh Subjeft , 1 ſhall purſue this undeniable 
© Conceſſion, That we ought all of us to 3 the 
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The Subjetts Duty, Re. 7 
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latter always, and in all Places, with the greateſt 
Thankfulneſs imaginable, But | 


I. Let ſome Chriſtians learn from the Jewiſh 
Advocate in my Text, That Gratitude, or Thank- 
fulneſs is a becoming Duty, nay a Debt, payable 


: by all, to thoſe thro' whom worthy Deeds are done 


unto any People. | 

Gratitude, as it imports Thankfulneſs in the 
firſt Place, or an hearty and ready acknowledg- 
ment for Favours receiv'd ; Then Prayer for God's 
Bleſſing and Rewards upon the Benefactor; with 
endeavours of requital, as opportunity and ability 
ſhall ſerve, is ſo natural a piece of poſitive Juſtice, 
That what our Bleſſed Lord ſaith of his own Exiſt- 
ence, may with a due Qualification be applied to it, 
Before Abraham was, I am, Joh, VIII. 58. For this 
Duty (which ſets a Price upon every good Action 
of God or Man,) ſhined forth originally in Abel, 
Gen. IV. 4. who bringing forth the Firſtling of his 
Flack before the Lord, and the Fat thereof, thereby 
recognizing God's Bleſſing upon his Fold, the Al- 
mighty is ſaid thence to have had 4 reſpett to him, 
and to his Offering. And for the ſake of Gratitude, 
Noah is thought afterwards to have found Grace in 
the Eyes of the Lord, Gen. VI. 8. VIII. 20, 21. 
when He, walking with God, built for Him an Altar; 


and raking of every clean Beaſt, and of every clean 


Fowl, he made 4 Sacrifice unto the Lord of 4 ſweet 


' ſmelling | ſavour, for his Deliverance from the 


Deluge: And as this Antediluyian Patriarch had 
aſe upon him of a-'grateful Re- 
cognition due to the Supreme Benefattor, tis ge- 


2 ther'd and beliey'd from his Preceprs fo called, 


Thar he likewiſe taught his Children to practiſe 


the ſame, in à due . „ e towards all that 
tes Jacab, his Stgtut es and hi Judg ments unta Iſrael, 
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Amongſt theſe. indeed; *tis obſerv'd, that Moſes 
has no Sanction againſt Ingratitude, as Lycurgus 
enacted none in his Inſtitutions, becauſe Nature 
had done it to their Hands, in graving the cleareſt 
and moſt perfect Law on the Hearts of the People: 
But, when the God of the Hebrews rebukes the 
Gainſayers amongſt them, (for ſuch there were even 
amongſt His choſen) He doth it with ſuch an 
Emphaſis by his Servant Moſes, particularly in the 
6th Verſe of the 324 Chapter of Deuteronomy, Do 
ye thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh People and unwiſe ? 
Is not He thy Father that hath bought thee ? Hath He 
not made thee, and eſtabliſh'd thee? That from this 
girding Reproof, together with the Context, This 
Song is ſtyled by the Learned, the Epitome of the 
Pentateuch; As if they who could be guilty of Ingra- 
titude againſt the fulleſt Light and Conviction in 
Nature, «ffended againſt the whole Law, and not in one 
ſingle Point only. And this the Jews were fo ſenſible 
of, that except in the Inſtance mention'd, of their 
high Ingratitude towards God, who had done ſo great 
Things for them; where yet, ſeeing they were not to 


2 We AR 


ſee, and hearing they were not to underſtand; where 


they were doom d for obſtinacy,- and made fooliſh by a 
Curſe Turn over the Sacred Hiſtory, you'll 
find no where more Records of retaliating good 
Turns, whether to Inferiors, Equals, or Superiors, 


than in that Peoples Practice; Inſomuch, that 


when our Saviour would enforce His more Di- 
vine Improvements of the Old Law upon Eis 
Followers, of Loving their very Enemies, of Bleſ- 


fing them that curſed them, of doing good to them 
that bated them, and the like, He impreſſes it 


upon them by an Appeal to their avowed Pra- 
Rice of © Gratirude amongſt : Men. of the worſt 
Characters in all that Nation, who were uſed 
to do good to them from whom they received good : 
If ye love them which love you, Or do good . * 
e | hic 
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which do good to you, what thank have ye, what do you 
more than other, do not even Sinners and Publicans the 


ſame? Matt. V. 46. Luk. VI. 32. Yes, They requited 


their publick Benefactors, they pray'd for them, they 
were thankful for them : I ſele& but one Example 
out of many; tho' Rahab, the Men of Gideon, and 
others, plead for the Jews in this Affair, as well as 
Tertullus in my Text; But the Example I ſhall ſe- 
le& being one, wherein the Fews were grateful 
to a Degree, and by way of Anticipation, it ar- 
gues for my Aſſertion, the more abundantly : The 
Caſe was under Nabuchodonoſor. A King, who was 
© an Heathen, a Tyrant, a cruel Oppreſſor of 
© the People of God; who had been a Mur- 
© therer of many of their Nation, and a De- 
© ſtroyer of their Country, as our Church Re- 
marks of Him in Her firſt Homily againſt wil- 
ful Rebellion: For this Nabuchodonoſor (and for 
Balthaſar his Son alſo) they made their earneſt 
Snpplications to God; not for the worthy Deeds 
He had done for their Nation; ſuch were, © The 


« Slaying their Kings, their Nobles, their Chil- 


dren and Kinsfolks; the burning their Countries 
and Cities, even Jeruſalem it ſelf, and the Ho- 
ly Temple, and the carrying the reſidue of 
them with him Captives into Babylon : Not 
for any of theſe worthy Deeds did they requite 
Him 1n praying for Him, and by implication 


a. A G 


thanking God for Him- too; But for the Love 


that He might bear to their Nation hereafter ; 
They pray for the Life of Nabuchodonoſor King of 
Babylon, and for the Life of Balthaſar his Son; 
that their Days may be upon Earth, as the Days of 
Heaven: Then, ſay they, if God ſees us thus 
thankful for future Mercies, the Lord will give 
Strength, and lighten our Eyes, and we ſhall live 
wider the Shadow of Nabuchodonoſor King of Baby- 
len, and wider the Shadow of Balthaſar his Son, and 

We 


10 Thankfulneſs for Peace, 1 


we ſhall ſerve them many Days, and find Favour 
in their ſight, Baruch I. 12. 

But if we may learn Gratitude from the Fews, to- 
wards thoſe who actually did, or but ſo much as 
might do good and worthy Deeds of any kind to 
that People; then ſurely, in the Second Place, 


idly, When Nations enjoy great Quietneſs, or 
Peace, by the Providence of their Governours, all 
who are in Subjection, are to receive it, as the 
Jews did in my Text at Felix's Hands, always, and 
in all Places, with all Thankfulneſs. | 
Now that we may the better be appriz'd of the 
Merit of Felix towards the Jews, we may learn 
it from Joſephus to be this: That whilſt He was 
Governour of Judea, He cleared the Country of 
Thieves and Murtherers, with Fuglers or Enchant- 
ers: The former were either a Set of ill Men, 
who had infeſted the Country, and had ruined it 
almoſt with Fire and Sword for near 20 Years 
together, under Fleazar their Captain; or thoſe 
called Sicarii, who, with ſhort Swords or 
_ Stalletto's under their Garments, did as much 
miſchief in the City, by ſecretly Stabbing thoſe 
againſt whom they had 2 grudge, or were 
hired ſo to do; and then crying out Murther 
firft, made further uproars to their own ad- 
vantage, and the great Detriment of the Citizens: 
The other, a ſort of Vagabonds and Impoſtors, d id 
leſs miſchief indeed with their Hands, but effect- 
ed more with the formidabler Weapons, their 
Tongues: For, being deſirous of Alteration, un- 
der pretence of Religion, they made the People 
ſ> frantick, That they inveigled 30000 of them in- 
to the Wilderneſs, - under a colour of ſhewing 
them ſome Miracles, or Tokens of God's 2 
| : | tnem 
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The Subjets Duty, &c. 


them at Liberty, viz. That the Walls of the Ci- 
ty ſhould fall down of themſelves ; and, That they 
ſhould ſee them do ſo from Mount Olivet where 
they were, about five ſmall Furlongs thence ; But 
indeed, with an Intention to drive out the Ro- 
man Forces from Feruſalem, and to fix there at 
once their own Dominion over the People. From 
theſe ill Men of ſeveral ſorts, Felix, I fay, cleared 
the Country; Whether for his own fake, that He 
might regain his Reputation, as one who had 
been an Accomplice with ſome of them, and cauſ- 
ed them, under colour of Devotion, to ſlay Jo- 
nathan the High Prieſt, (for which, and other In- 
jaries, this good Governour had done the Fews, 
He had anſwer'd ſeverely, had not Nero pardon- 
ed him on his Brother Fallas's importunity, when 
He ſent Portius Feſtus to ſucceed him in that Go- 
vernment); or, Whether it was for the ſake of the 
Jews, from whom he might expect that Money 
ſhould be given him by them, (as He was no great 
Enemy to Bribes, which is evident from his uſage 
of St. Paul, ver. 26. of this Chapter) is not much 
material; Whether for one, or for Yother reaſon, 
The Jews here, by the Mouth of their common 
Speaker or Pleader, accept the great Ouietneſs they 
obtained, thro? the Deſtruction of theſe Miſcreants, 
by the Providence of Felix, (ſome of which he ſent 
to Rome for their Puniſhment, ſome he crucified 
in terrorem, and killed more upon the Spot) They 
accepted it from him at all Times, and in all Places, 
with all Thankfulneſs : 

And in this, or a more Thankful manner, if it may 
be, are we to accept the Juſt and Honourable Peace 
gain'd us by our Soveraign; The Conſideration of 
which will offer it ſelf more to our Advantage, 
under my Third General; where I am, 
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Joſeph. Antiq. Jud. lib, 20, cap. 6. 
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12 Thankfulneſs for Peace, | 


that as one of their diſguiſed Bigots boldly affirmed 


* —  —— — 


Illdly, To enquire ſummarily, what worthy 
Deeds have been done for this Nation, ſince Her 
Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to the Throne: How 
great Ouietneſs we do, or may enjoy,” upon the 
preſent Peace, if we will but be ſenſible of our 
own Happineſs: And from a ſhort Compariſon 
between that which was wrought for the Jews, 
by the Providence of Felix; and for the Britiſh Sub- 
jets, by our Gracious Sovereign, reſolve, That we 
ought all of us to accept the latter, always, and in 
all Places, with the greateſt Thankfulneſs imaginable. 

In the Compariſon between the Happineſs of 
the Fews under Felix's Government, and the Feli- 
cities we enjoy under Her Gracious Majeſty, It 
cannot eſcape the meaneſt Obſerver, That in our 


Times too, we have had our ſhare of Juglers and Im- 


poſtors, if not of Murtherers and Robbers, and ſhall, 
God be thanked, in a great Meaſure, be cleared 
of them too. - 

To begin with the firſt ; What elſe, I pray, were 
the pretended Prophets, who ſometime ago roſe up 
from amoneſt our Selves, or by a new ſort of 
Enchantment were conjured in amongſt us by our 
Enemies; and who, by the unparallell'd Clemency 
on the ſide of the Government, and Blaſphemy of 
their own, became ſo audacious, as the Egyptian 
Impoſtor in Felix's Time, To call out many Thou- 
ſands without the City on a determinate Day, To 
aſſure them from the Loyd, with the greateſt Con- 
fidence, what the Lord had not ſpoken,That the great- 


eſt of Miracles ſhould he wrought at that Time, in 


the ſight of innumerable People, for the Confir- 


- mation of their Way, in an immediate and - viſible 


Reſurredt ion of one of the moſt abandon'd of their Pro- 
ſelytes; Which they pretended to believe ſo firmly, 


to 
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| The Subjects Duty, Nc. 13 


to my felf, in the very Criſis almoſt of the Juncture, 
He no mote queſtioned that the Fact would be as 
the Infallible Spirit had given it out in ſome Agi- 
tations, than that Lazarus heretofore was by Jeſus 
Chriſt Himſelf ſo raiſed from the Dead: And to 
God alone be the Praiſe, That by the Vigilance of 
our Superiours, ſo dangerons a Tumult was pre- 
vented at laſt, even in the critical Seaſon ; Which 
had probably terminated either in a Flood of Ex- 
thuſiaſm and Confuſion, (when many deluded People 
were under ſuch Impreſſions,) by a Declaration for 
God and King Jeſus; ſuch as was made by the Millena- 
ries ſoon after the happy Reſtauration ; or, Which 
is thought no improbable Conjecture, we might 
have ſeen at that Day, from the moſt unlikely 
Quarter to all appearance, one Fretender impoſed 
upon us inſtead of many, to the Overthrow of our 
preſent Conſtitution in the State, and the entire Sub- 
verſion of God's true Religion eſtabliſh'd amongſt us. 

Nor have the Murtherers, intentional ones at leaſt, 
been leſs defying to our Sovereign and Her Laws, than 
they were of ancient Days to Felix and His Govern- 
ment; ours, I muſt confeſs, ſome of them were not un- 
like the Sicarii mentioned ; whilſt they, as aſhamed 
of the wicked Crime of Mohawking, ſtill perpetrated 
their intentions in Secret; But others have been more 
open and avowed ones, and even challenging Henour to 
a Deed, the moſt heinous and diſhonourable of any. 
other; for which Reaſon I ſtyle them the more defy- 
ing: Let them clear themſelves from the Imputation 
that can, who ſhall hereafter be concerned in, or ei- 
ther before or after the Fact, encourage or abet that 
moſt impious Practice of Duelling, ſo rife amongſt 
us of late, as if it were the only Salvo for tbe in- 
or Honour of a Gentleman : But ſuch a miſtaken 

otion of Honour this is, ſurely, As is an Affront 
* to any well conſtituted Government; ſuch a de: 
e ä © liberate 


La Declaration d ofeph Tornelle, & de jean Toilier, 5. 13. 


+ dits Memoirs, & Ia Declaration de Thomas Terrier, . 14 
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1 5 Thankfulneſs for Peace, &c. 


© liberate Contempt, and an open defiance of Au- 
* thority, as nothing can be more; whilſt it makes 
s the Laws cheap and ridiculous; the Solemni- 
c ties of Juſtice a piece of Pageantry; and under- 
< mines the Foundations of Peace and Proſperity 
And if you proceed to enquire into the Religion 
c of it, 'Tis a Principle ſo full of Pride, of Paſ- 
< ſion, and of Revenge; ſo tempeſtuous and abſurd ; 
© ſo abſolutely unallied to Reaſon and good Na- 
c ture, that even poliſht Heatheniſm would be aſhamed 
© ont, © A Practice, in ſhort, as an ingenious 
Pen graphically deſcribes it on, So contrary to 
the Temper and Tendency of Chriſtianity, as 
© Hobbs's Creed is to the Apoſtles, as Light is to 
< Darkneſs, as God is to the Devil. This Practice, 
ſo honeſt, ſo juſt, ſo lovely, and of ſuch good Report, 
having been authorized by Impunity, to a degree, e- 
ven to become as it were a Party-Teſt and Trial of Skill, 


— 


the moſt unequal and abominable; God alone knows, 


unleſs his Vicegerent had mercifully interpoſed, 


how, far the Miſchief might have ſpread it (elf in 


proceſs of Time; If not as in Felix's Days, to the 
deſecrating the High Altars, and mingling the 
Blood of the Conſecrator with the Sacrifices; yet 
ſure I am, the fatal Poniard (a very bad Omen) 
was too deeply ſheath'd in the Breaſt of a Per- 
ſonage, whoſe Character, in the moſt ſavage Times 
and Places, has been ever accounted Sacred: But 
this Folly, we truſt in God, is to proceed no far- 
ther, being now in the Hands of the Legiſlative: 
Io whom allo, laſtly, (as a Parallel Merit of this 
Reign with that of Felix's Government) are thoſe Pila- 
gers of their Country to be publ ickly accountable, (if any 
ſuch are to be found) who, not content with makin 
the Foreign Aceldemas their Glory, their Godlineſs, 
and Their Gain, ſhall appear to have rendred the dear 
Place of their Nativity the Scat of War too,by a moſt 
un- 
Colliers Miſcellanies, Ney 3. 2 3, %l. 
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unſeaſonable and unconſcionable enriching them- 
ſelves with the Spoils thereof, even in the Days 
of Taxing: This ſort of Pyrates, or ſome o- 
thers, of what kind ſoever, Tho' they have not 
indeed rendred our Highways unoccupied, or made 
our Travellers to walk thro by-Paths, as in the Days 
of Felix as well as Shamgar, except when the In- 


habit ants of our Villages ceaſed, cauſe they had 


turn'd their Plowſhares into Swords, and their Pru- 
ming Hooks into Spears: Yet the remembrance of 
thoſe perilous Times cannot ſo ſoon be over 
with the poor pitied Bankrupt Husbandman. and 
Merchant, when by reaſon of the moſt unjuſt 
Dealings, cover'd over with the moſt plauſible Pre- 
tences, There was too much leading into Captivity ; 
and no ſmall complaining in our Streets. 
But as we now, God be thanked, no longer me- 
ditate Terror at home, ſaying, Where is the Scribe ? 
Where is the Receiver? Where is he that counted the 
Towers, or rich Houſes diſtinctly, that every one 
might be taxed according to the rigid Decree: As the 
Ocean and Seas abroad, are now in the Style of 
the lofty Prophet, like broad Rivers and Streams, 
where no Galleys with Oars, nor any gallant Ships 
(hall again moleſt us: Let us ceaſe to compare 
theſe ſmaller Things with greater ; and proceed 


ſummarily, in order to the accepting of them with 


Thankfulneſs, to enquire, . - 
What worthier Deeds have been done for this Na- 
tion ſince Her Majeſty's Happy Acceſſion to the 
Throne? And how great Quietneſs we do, or may 
enjoy, upon the preſent Peace, if we will but be 
ſenſible of our own Happineſs. FTI 
But of this, as was ſaid, ſummarily. To treat 
of all the ſhining Particulars that amaſs the Glo- 
ries of a Ten Years Reign, were to make a Hiſto- 
ry, not a Sermon; and to produce proper Reflecti- 


ns on the moſt remarkable only, were for Ages 
e 14 % „„ , aß py to 
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to read with Pleaſure, not a Preacher to pronounce 
in the ſmall compaſs allotted him on theſe Occaſi- 
ons, when he muſt needs be tireſome on the 
molt delightful Subject, where the many eminent 
Articles are all highly deſerving, each ſeverally 
challenge the higheſt Admiration. 

 Torefreſh your Memories with a few only, which 
may inſpire you with gratitude to God, ſrom whom all 
good Things do come, and to thoſe favour'd Inſtruments 
He has been pleaſed to make uſe of, for conveying 
down the Bleſſings to us, and to our Poſterity, I ſhall 
need only recite the chief of thoſe Wonders which 
#ſher'd in, which accompanied, and which have cloſed 
that dreadful and pernicious War, in which Europe for 
ſo long time has been almoſt wholly engaged. 
And firſt then: When we read in, the Britiſh 
Stories of two late Reigns, as they introduce 
the glorious Annals of the moſt Serene and Puiſ- 
fant Princeſs which ever ſway'd the Sceptre of 
theſe Kingdoms; When we read there, I ſay, of the 
implacable Malice of the Romanift within Doors, 
and the unbounded Ambition of a formidable Neigh- 
bour without, (who attempted, in concert, to ſub- 
Jugate, as far as in them lay, both our Souls and 
Bodies, to an abhorr'd Religion, And the moſt 
deteſtable Slavery, which neither we nor our Fore- 
Fathers were able to bear) and obſerve how theſe 
oy a Way to the Preſervation of our Queen, 
of ſuch 4 Queen, to ſuch a Time as this, We cannot 
but adore the infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God 
in making the moſt impolitick Eſcapes, the molt 
egregious Follies that ever were committed, to con- 
tribute to the greateſt Temporal Mercies at leaſt, 
theſe Nations ever yet received, 111. 
When we are diſpoſed, thro' the Courſe of Her 
Majeſty's Reign, to amaze our ſelves with the Judg- 
ments that an angry and avenging God could in- 
flict for the Chaſtiſement of an Immortal Muy 
OM | VLIW vainly 


2 MOM... 


. — =: Ms 


The Subject, Duty, &c. 17 


— 


yainly fo called, by the Hand of a Woman ; We can- 
not frame to our ſelves a more ſenſible Idea of 
His Juſtice, than when we revolve in our Minds 
the bloody Carnage, and dreadful Devaſtation 
made both of Navies and Armies at Granvall, and 
at Blenheim; at Vigo, and at Ramellies; at Velez Mala- 
ga, and at Audenarde; at Malplaquet, Almenara, Villa 
Vicioſa, and Gibraltar; in the Netherlands, or the 
channel; in Germany, or the Ocean; in Spain, or 
the Mediterranean; The Succeſſes vouchſafed us 
there in the Defeat of ſuperior Forces, in the Cap- 
ture of immenſe Treaſures, in the Deſtruction of 
Squadrons and Fleets, (ſtyled indeed, ſome of them, 
the Terrible and Invincible, but thenceforward, the 
ruined and irrecoverable) will be ſtanding Memori- 
als in their own Hiſtories,of the Cynduct, the Courage, 
the Intrepidity, of BritiſhCenerals, Officers, and private 
Men, whether Seamen or Soldiers, when fighting 
in the juſt Cauſe of their Religion, their Sovereign, 
and their Country, And will give a laſting Ad moni- 
tion to Foreign Princes or Prelates, That tis in vain 
to defy Her, whom God hath not defied; and that 
their Curſes are to no purpoſe againſt tuoſe, whom 
God will bleſs altogether. ; 

When in the midſt of a tedious and expenſive 
War, in which the Ways and Means of promo- 
ting Religion and Arts are uſually neglected; and 
none other engage the Thoughts either of Princes 
or People, but ſuch as ſhall ſalve the Honour of a 
Nation, in ſabliſting and recruiting of Fortes 
by Sea and by Land: When we ſhall read, I ſay, 
in the well compiled Chronicles of theſe Days, That 
to the Bleſſings of this Reign are owing the Union 
of Nations, Languages, and Affection, the moſt a- 
verſe to each other, the moſt irreconcileable, and the 
moſt divided : The Propagation of Chriſtianity in 
its purer State abroad; The Encouragement of 
dur eftabliſt'd Worſhip at 3 with the Pro- 
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tection of the Tolerated, and diſcredit of Occaſional : 
The Aſſiſtance afforded to Princes and Chiefs of a 
different Perſuafion, and even- different Religion 
from our Selves: The Queen's unexampled Boun- 
ty to the poorer Clergy: The Additional Churches 
granted for the Neighbouring Aſfetropolis, with 
the new one for this Town: And which ought 
always to be mention'd here, Jam ſure with equal 
Gratitude, the additional Branches of Income ob- 
tained for this Houſe of valides: Theſe Images, 
(not to mention the leſs publick Injun&:ions, and 
private Munificence of Her Majeſty, For Diſcon- 
ragement of Sale of Offices, for Regulation of the 


per nip for putting a Stop to the Licentiouſ- 


neſs of the Preſs, for the Religious Education of 
young Children, ( ſuch as will in Time beſt illu— 
ſtrate and improve this Royal Foundation, purſu- 
ant to the primitive Deſignation thereof) with many 
other Particulars, tending to © the Puniſhment of 
« Wickedneſs and Vice, and the Maintenance of 
« God's true Religion and Virtue amongſt us, Muſt 
needs fill our Souls with a lively Senſe of the 
Goodneſs of the Almighty to vs, in Preferving our 
Gracious Sovercign hitherto; and by vouchſafing 
tler this Heavenly Wiſdom, ſuch as zone of the 
Kings have had that have been before Her, neither, 
it may be, fhall there any after have the lite; and 
which we ought all of us to accept from God with 
ſuch Thankfulneſs, as to turn all the Bleſſings imagi- 
nable upon Herz The Bleſſings, as She has them 
furely, of thoſe that are ready to periſh; The Bleſſings 
that ſhall attend them who do good Deeds for the 


Houſe of our God, and the Offices thereof, with The 


Bleſſings of thoſe that turn many to Righteouſneſs. 
When after this we ſhall purſve in our Thoughts 
the Triumphs of this War, cloſed up by the late 
ſucceſsful, thoꝰ moft obſtructed Negotiations abroad; 
1 mean not thoſe Triumphs which have always found 
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ſome Alloy from the Loſs of the braveſt of our 
Fellow Subjects, and the Miſeries of too great a 
Part of our Fellow- Creatures: But thoſe Triumphs, 
which have given Peace and Liberty to many di- 
ſtreſſed Nations, long ſince groaning for the Deli- 
verance; thoſe Triumphs, which extend the Bounds of 
vur Empire, and Advantages of our Trade, beyond 
the Meaſure of our Fore-fathers ; thoſe Triumphs, which 
defe ad and promote our moſt Holy Religion more Ways 
than the lels ſearching Heads are at preſent appriz'd 
of ; and which put ſo many Thouſands in a Condi- 
tion of being for ever proſperous, in ſpight of them- 
ſelves; When, I ſay, we purſue in our Thoughts 
the Delights of theſe peaceful Triumphs, and then 
obſerve in the ſequel, How one of the Sacred Order, 
and He a Perſon of inflexible Reſolution and uncom- 


mon Abilities, at the Head as it were of his deſerving 


Brethren, became the fortunate Inſtrument of furniſh- 
ing out a lucky Incident in the wonderful Progreſs 
of a good Cauſe; We cannot ſufficiently adore 
the myſterious Providence of God, in chooſing, the 
fooliſhneſs of Preaching, as ſome were pleas'd to call it 
in a literal Senſe, to confound the Wiſe in their own 
conceit; and one of the Weak, the moſt abuſed, the 
moſt deſpiſed Order of the World at that juncture, 


to confound thoſe which were mighty; We cannot but 


acknowledge, in all that has been hitherto wrozght 


for us, and in us, The viſible Power of God, and che 


ſenſible Wiſdom of God. 

Theſe worthy Deeds, which have thus been done 
for our Nation by Providence, We have, as became 
us, accepted them from God with ſome Degree of 
Gratitude, when we lately offer'd unto Him the 
Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, and told out his Works with 
Gladneſs: Let us go on to be tyankful © not only 
© with our Lips, but in our Lives, by giving up 
< our ſelves to his Service, and by walking before 
* Him in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs. all the, Days 
* of our Life, He will be pleaſed, no doubr, to 
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perfect that He hath wrought in us and for us, by 
granting us Peace of Conſcience, with the more 
durable Peace of the Bleſt Abodes for ever and ever, 

Let us in the interim make ſvitable returns to 
the happy Inſtruments which Providence hath cho- 
ſen to convey the Benefits of theſe good Deeds 
unto Us. | 

Let Her who Js Supreme in Piety and Virtue, as 
well as in all Cauſes, and over all Perſons, And 
whoſe Goodneſs, we may believe, has conſecrated 
Her Arms, and ſa»#ified Her Counſels, beyond the 
Fopperies of a Croiſade, and the Artifices of a 
Conclave, (which the Head of another Church 
vainly makes Uſe of.) Let Her, by our dutiful 
Submiſſion, and by following, like Her, the Things 
which make for Peace, Enjoy that Repoſe and Glo- 
ry which is due to ſo much Merit, till, in God's 
due time, She enjoy the juſter Recompence of Re- 
ward, with the moſt perfect Conſummation and 
Bliſs, in His Heavenly Kingdom. 

For Him next, whom the Oucen deligłteth to 
Honour, and whoſe wonderful Preſervation, after 
the Aſſuſſinating Stroke was given by deſperate 
Hands, plainly evinced, That it was expedient that 
that one Man ſhould live for the People; Let him, 
who is fo eminently diſtinguiſhed for conduct- 
ing on the great and neceſſary Work, and there- 
by ſaved Thouſands of Souls from going down 
quick into the Pit, or leading Lives more intolerar 
ble than Death it ſelf, Be never diſappointed in 
his future Cares for the publick Good, by unrea- 
ſonable . or unſeaſonahle Fears: And if 
higher Honours ſtil}, fhould be the Reward of his 


” „„ 


Virtues, (of which, She who is the Fountain, will 


moſt properly judge; ) Let us all, in our ſeveral 
ptations, wiſh Him God ſpeed, remembring ever, 
That 'tis a Breach of the Apoſtolical Rule, and of 


that very Peace we enjoy in part thro' His Pro- 


vidence, {tilj to be provoking one another, envying ons 
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As for that Holy Perſonage, whom His God 
and His Sovereign have entruſted with full Pow- 
ers, and whom both Nature and Experience have 
amply fitted to be an Ambaſſador of Peace, Toge- 
ther with that Noble Patriot, who by a reſolute and 
faithful Diſcharge of his Miniſtry, under an happy 
mixture of Temper with his Right Reverend 
Colleague, hath ſhewn himſelf equal to the 
greateſt Undertakings in the State, as the former in 
the Church; Let Them have the Satisfaction, now 
they have werk'd up the grand Negotiation to a peri- 
od. beyond the expectation of many; As to hear the 
Voice of God in the Goſpel applied to their Caſe, 
ſo to hear the Voice of the People upon their return, 
as the Voice of one Man, pronouncing the Peace- 
Malers Bleſſed. f 

Theſe ſhort and light Com penſations for their 
tedious Travels, and barraſſing Labours upon our 
Accounts, Who, that is not unjuſt to himſelf, can 
deny them to this Happier Triumvirate, theſe 
Fathers of their Country ? when we have not de- 
nied the like, or greater, to the Heroes that 
fought our Battles introductory to theſe Halcyon 
Days, for which they ought to be had in perpetual 
Remembrance. | Sx 

Nor can a grateful Nation forget to recompence 
_ thoſe other Patriots in their due Froportion, who 
having forwarded the Great Work at Home, whether 
by Preſiding or Aſſiſting happily in the Two Houſes 
of Parliament, more private Councils, or other Af- 
{airs of State, have done worthily for Britain, and 
ſhall be famous in Europe for Generations to come. 

Alas! Were we but ſenſible of the Ha- 
zards and © Difficulties they have each of them 
withſtood and conquer'd, That we might be ſafe in 
our Bodies and Eſtates, eaſie in our Minds, and 
guiet in our Conſciences; I mean not the Difficul- 
pres they have ſuſtained in Journyings often, in Pe- 
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rils of Water, in Weavineſs and Painfulneſs, or thoſe 


things which are without but I mean, in the open 
Clamours, and the private Whiſperings; in the 
ſubtle Pretences, and the falſe Suggeſtions; in ſhort, 
all that vexatious heap of embarraſement lodg'd in 
the Sound of Evil Report, We would think nothing 
too dear for them; we would pluck out our right Eyes, 
in the Apoſtle's Phraſe, and even part with them, to 
do them good: But let Poſterity praiſe this ſaying ; 
Since they ſhall never be aſhamed to ſpeak with their E- 
nemies in the Gate, (if any ſuch ſhall remain) after 
the utmoſt Conviction of their doing worthy Deeds 
for this Nation, whether we reſpe&t the Three 
great Intereſts of Trade, of Polity, or Religion. 
Let Poſterity, I Tay, tell what unforeſeen Bleſ- 
ſings have aroſe ſince the happy «Ara; and from 
thence let Foreigners as well as Natives amongſt us, 
date their deareſt Felicities. | 
Let Poſterity tell this, did I ſay? Nay at preſent, me- 
thinks, the Teeming Bleſſing already fills and inſpires 
the Trader with Comfort and Satisfaction; How do 
I hear the Exporter forebod ing from thence, That 
the Husbandman's Garners ſhall be full, and plenteous 
with all manner of Store; that his Oxen ſhall b ſtrong 
to labour, and his Sheep bring forth Thouſands, and ten 
Thouſands at Home? whilſt he that occuptes his Bu- 
ſineſs in deep Waters from abroad, rejoices at the 


Security of Traffick, and Advantages of Commerce, 


beyond former Days; How doth he not acknowledge 
freely, That from the Day when the Seas were 0- 
pen, from the ſitting of the Sun, to the riſing up 
thereof; thro" the multitude of his Riches and of his 
| Merchandiſe imported, He ſhall become as a Prince, 
or as the Flonourable Men upon the Earth? 

As to the Affairs of Government, let ſucceeding 
Times tell what ſufficient Care was taken, without 
other Guaranty, for the Proteſtant Succeſſion in an 
Hluſtrious Honſe, and to defeat the Practices of any 
Pretender, who ſhould diſturb our Quiet. 
|; LA 
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Laſtly, As to Religion, Give me leave to wiſh, 
That I were not to poſtpone theAdvantagesreap'd for 
that, to Times ſtill more future : Our Brethren in- 
deed of the Reformed in France, who were 
doom'd to the Gallies, ſome of them for perpetui- 
ty, Thro? the tender Compaſſion of a true Nurſing 
Mother to the Churches of God, have ſuch Redempti- 
on procured for them, That they now no longer ſit 
weeping by the Waters of Babylon; and the Proteſtants 
in Germany would have felt the like Comfort of Her 
Influences by a Repeal of the 4th Arr. of the Trea- 
ty at Ryſwick, in a Reſtauration of their loſt Places of 
Worſhip; and they might have ſung the Sangs of Sion 
in their own Land without controul, Had their Native 
Prince given in to the Conditions of Peace. 

But let Poſterity tell, How the Apoſtolick Church 
of England, by the Means of the Congreſs held 
for the Peace,and God's Bleſſing thereunon,may one 
Day become the Joy of the Earth: For it was there 
that the Chiefs of the wondering Nations be- 
holding and admiring the Beauty of Holineſs in 


all the Particulars of our Worſhip, The Sanctity 


of our Prelgte, and the Miniſters who officiated 
about Him; The Decency of our Ceremonies, The 


Fulneſs of our Liturgy, The Unblameableneſs of 


the Lives of thoſe of our Commnnion, muſt needs 
confeſs, that God was amongſt us of atruth. 

Let Poſterity, I ſay, tell any thing but this, That 
our own Diſſenters at home were the laſt to recog- 
nize our Excellency, and to make us the Centre 
of Unity, as 'tis allow'd by many unprejudiced 


Foreigners, we mult be in the latter Days. 


Let Poſterity tell, How the Swiſs and the Pruſs, 
The Dane and the Swede, The Hollander and the 
Polander, The Lutheran and the Calviniſt, and at 
length, even the Romaniſts, and Heathens themſelves, 
(for ſo I would preſage) in an entire Conformity 
to us, have ſaid, Come, and let us go up to the Mountain 
of the Lord, and to the Houſe of the God of Jacob a- 


— 1 — 2 


Thankfulneſs for Peace, &c. 


24 
mongſt you, and He will teach us of his Ways, and we 
will walk in his Paths; for the Mountain of the Houſe 
of the Lord ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the Top of the Moun- 
tains, and it ſhall be exalted above the Hills, and Peo- 
ple and Nations ſhall flow unto it. 

Thus is a moſt Glorious War concluded, and theſe 
are the more Glorious Conſequences of the Peace ob- 
tained by it. For this Peace, The Sum of all that has 
been ſaid, is, That we be Thankful : We ſhall per- 
form the Duty, By offering up our Luſts to God, 

our Party-Rage to the Deſires of his Ficegerent, our 
good Wiſhes for the ſubordinate Inſtruments of it, 
and our Selves to our Neighbour's good; All this we 
muſt perform, or Wickedneſs and Jealouſies will effett 
that, which foreign Enemies could not: Let us be thus 
minded, and the God of Holineſs and Peace will not only 
bleſs us in this Life; buttheſe Fruits of our Peace will 
procure for us Quietneſs and Aſſurance of the next. 

Theſe are our Duties with reſpect to the Publicł. 
But, my Brethren, as we of this Houſe, are a Com- 
munity among our Selves, I ſhould be wanting to my 
Duty, and act in contravention to my Texr, ſhould 
not at this Time preſs you all to Gratitude to 
our immediate Governour, by whoſe prevailing In- 
tereſt, great Capacity, and willing Mind, much 
good already has been done here, and much more 
may be expected from Him; Seeing then that by Him 
we enjoy great Ouietneſs, and that many worthy Deeds 
are done to this "Houſe thro His Providence, Let us 
accept it always, with all Thankfulneſs. 

Your Thankfulneſs will be beſt ſeen in Obedience 
to your Superiors ; in ſtudying to be quiet, and doing your 
om Buſineſs : In doing Violence to no Man; in being con- 
tent with your Wages: Theſe Ways will pleaſe the 
Lord, be acceprable to Men, and profitable to your 
Selves, in procuring for you all, that moſt deſira- 
ble Peace of all other, Peace. at the laſt JY 63 

Which God of His Infinite Mercy grant F 
1 7; all, &c. by 4 . 
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Mr. STUBBS's SER MONs Printed for, 
or to be fold by R. and J. Bonwicke, at 
the Red-Lion in St. Paul's Church-Tard. 


F Publick Baptiſm, at St. Paul's, before the 
Lord Mayor. 4* 8% 


| | Of Confirmation, at St. Bennet Grace-Church, when 
Ed the Lord Biſhop of London confirm'd there. 4* 8% 


Of the Hopes of a Reſurrection, on Mr. Wright, at 
St. Alphage; with Reflexions on the Abuſe of 
Funeral Sermons. 4* 


Of God's Dominion over the Seas, on Board the 
Royal Sovereign. 4˙ 12% 


The ſame in French. 12” 


Of the Reſtauration of the Royal Family, on May 29, 
at St. Alphage. 4© 


Of Occaſional Communion, entituled, For Cod or for 
Baal. J. 


ö Of Popiſh Conſpiracies, on Nov. 5. at St. Paul's, be- 

6 fore the Lord Mayor, entituled, The Church of 

| England, under God, an impregnable Bulwark a- 
gainſt Popery. 4* | | 


; Ot Pligious Charity, and Religious Loyalty, on Board 
the Royal Anne. 4 


Of Peace on Earth as the Gift of God, in the Ora- 
tory of the Royal Hoſpital at Greenwich. 4* 


Of the Divine Miſſioa of Goſpel-Miniſters, at St. 
Paul's, be fore the Lord Mayor. 12* 
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